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III. Dr. Mullineux his Account of a Stone of 
an extraordinary hignefi^ fpontaneoujly voided 
through the Urethra by a Woman in Dublin. 



WOmen are made by Nature of a more nice Com- 
pofition, and weaklier Frame than IMetf, and 
are therefore liable to many Infirmities that Men are not 
the leaft; fubjed: to. Yet in one of the moft painful that 
affli&s the Body, the Stone in the Bladder, they have 
much the advantage, and are more rarely troubled with 
it than Men. 

For among the two vaft Colle&Ions of Stones, that 
amount at leaft to feveral Thoufands, kept together in 
the Hofpitals at Paris V Hotel Dieu and la Char it e^ cut 
out only of fuch as come thither to be cured, not one in 
an Hundred, I might fafely fay more, is taken out of a 
Woman, 

This remarkable difference muft certainly proceed 
from the Urinary PafTage in this Sex, being ihorter, lar- 
ger, and more apt to dilate; lb that for the moft part, 
when Gravel, or a fort of vifeous claiy matter, which I 
take to be the chief Caufe of the Generation of the 
Stone, falls into the Bladder, 'tis fiiddenly and eafily di£ 
charged, eYe it can cohere together and form a Stone of 
any large Bulk, which cannot lb frequently happen in 
Men, by reafon of the narrownefs, crookednefs, and 
length of the Paflage of the Vrethra 

However it fometimes comes to pais, that even in 
Women, either from a more depending, or lets elevated 
Poflure than ufual in their Bladder, or that the- matter 
forming the Stone adheres to feme part of its Mem- 
branes, (b that it cannot fall in the Urinary Paflage, till 
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its own Bignefs or Gravity forceth it thither, Stones of 
a very confiderable Bulk are generated. 

Of this we have lately had here in Duhlin a very re- 
markable Example : One Margaret Plunket %X\zsWeldon h 
to give her her, Maiden Name according to* the Irift 
way, the Mother of Five or Six Children, Cozengerman 
by 'her Mothers fide, who was the Lord NetberjfelJ's 
SiRer, to my Lord fit camel/, born in the County of 
Meath, about Sixty Years of Age, no w living in Cht&rch» 
ftreet^Dublin, on May z$. j. 69%. voided through her 
Urinary Paflage, by the help of Nature alone, without 
the ufe of Remedies, or any forcible means whatever, 
V.iwi.a Stone of this Shape and Si2e, fomewhat refembling a 
hard Pear a little prefs'd or flatted* 

Its Circumference meafured the longefl way is 7 Inches 
and f o, round about where it was largeft 5' Inches \ ; its 
Weight at prelent, according to Troy Pound, %ij 9 %ij y 9/, 
gr. 6. for it has loft confiderably both of its fifft Bulk 
and Weight by many little Fragments breaking off from 
the fmaller end A, where 'tis much fofter , fmoother, 
whiter, its parts more porous, and (b incoherent, that 
the leaft force fevers them : Whereas the bigger end /?, 
as far as the Stroke ccr paffes, is of a very different 
Texture, much more clofe and compad, covered with a 
yellowiOi ihining Cruft, ruff, granulated, and as hard 
as the beft Portland Stone. 

This different Texture of Parts in one and the fame 
Stone, obfervable in moft of this kind if they be of a 
large Size, proceeds, I am apt to think, from the fame 
conilant Bed or fettled poflure of the Stone in the Blad- 
der, whereby feme parts of it are more expofed to im- 
bibe the Moid a re of the Urine as it falls or Cmks in the 
Bladder than others : and by this fort of Maceration are 
kept fbft, whilft thoie parts that lie higher towards the 
upper Region of the Bladder remain dry, harder, and 
gather a fort of gritty Cruft, as we find moft fbft Stones 
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do, that are dug out of the raoift Earth, when expose! 
a while to the dry Air. 

ft feems to me very probable, that Stones when they 
come to be of a large fize, keep much one and the fame 
pofture in the Bladder at all times, there not being room 
in Co pliant and membranous a Body, that always con- 
fcradfa it felf to the lead Dimerifions it can , to allow a 
Stone of any considerable Bulk ; for the Cafe is different 
in thofe that are fmall, to tumble or change its Situation 
very much. 

But however this Conje&ure may prove true or falfe, 
'tis undeniable, that fbme Stones from their way of Ge- 
neration muft of neceflity remain fixt and immovable in 
the Bladder j being clofely joined and united to the very 
fubftance of its Membrane, of which fort there are fe- 
veral Examples recorded by Scenkius&nd other Collectors 
of Obfervations : And I'm perfwaded this Stone I am 
now defcribing may be reckon'd among them : For a- 
bout the larger end, where 'tis marked ddd, there ftiil 
clofely adheres feveral thin Films and carneous Filaments, 
which manifeftly ftew it was formerly united by this 
part to the membranous Subftance of the Bladder, and 
that lately by its own Weight* or fome other Accident, 
it was torn away, and fell into the Vrethra, through 
which 'twas voided j and hence it was that this Woman, 
as fhe her felf told me, never fufpe&ed her felf, till very 
lately, at all troubled with the Stone. 

For thefe Three Months paft, whilfl 'twas (ticking in 
the Urinary Paflage and coming away, (he has differed 
great Pains, and a perpetual Strangury, or an involunta- 
ry dropping of her Water from her • and this Infirmity 
flill continues, by reafon the largenefs of the Stone has 
over-ftretch'd the Fibres that compofe the Sphincter of 
the Bladder in its Paflage through it, whence their Tone 
is fo relaxt, they have loft ail power of Retention : And 
for this Reafon, I find all Women that void Stones this 

Oca way, 



( Sxoj) 

way, of any considerable bigneft, are conftantly attended 
with this Weakneft. 

But this Trouble is fully recompensed by the Remifli- 
on of her Pains, which, fmce the Stone came away, 
are fo abated, that fhe can walk about, and is now able 
to come abroad. 

'Tis very extraordinary that Co large a Stone fhould be 
naturally voided by the Bladder,- and I have read but of 
very few that come nigh the bigneis of this, which I have 
now in my Pofleffion, and keep among fome other na- 
tural Productions, as a curious Rarity. 

Thomas Bartholine in his Centuria l a Hift. Anat. Ohfer- 
vat. 71. fets down the Defcription and Figure of a very 
large Stone as he thought, though he fays 'twas but Ovi 
Gallinacei magnitudine^ that came from a Woman as this 
did. 

And Daniel Angelus in the Mifcellan. Phyjico- Medic. 
Germanic. An. 1676. Ohfervat. 195-, gives the Figure of 
another Stone, much of the fame fize with Bartholine's 7 
fpontaneoufly difcharged the fame way. 

Like wile Petrus Boreiius Centuri& Secunda Ohferv. zz. 
mentions a Stone, but gives no F gure ot it, voided 
by a Girl through her Urinary Pafiage, Ovi Anferini 
magnitudinisy as his own Words are, which I fuppofewas 
much of the fame fize with this of ours. 

But Nicolaus Tulpius in his more elaborate Obferv. 
Lib. 3. cap. 7. gives an Account of a Woman 89 Years 
of Age, that voided a Stone, of which he gives you an 
accurate Figure, full as broad, fomewhat longer, and al- 
mofi \j heavier than this I have defcrib'd ; yet fee lived 
after it, and was fo well as to walk abroad. 

I mention thefe feveral Examples, not only to illuftrate 
and confirm the Truth of our prefent Story, even to 
the moll incredulous ; but as fo many Arguments, from 
whence I think, one may reafbnably infer, That no Wo- 
man need be obliged ever to undergo the painful and 
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hazardous SedHon of the Stone ; though feme among 
the Ancients defcribe the particular manner how the 
Operation is to be perform' d in this Sex ; as Mliuz 
Tetr.q. Sermon 4.* cap. 99, And among the Modems, 
Monfieur Tolet Traite de la Lithotvmie , Chapit.15. 

pag. I'2,2r. 

For fmce Nature by her own Power, without the AC 
fiftance of any Help or Remedies, could disbur then her 
fdf 9 and force away (uch large Stones as thefe here de- 
fcrib'd, why may we not probably conclude, That even 
thofe ftill of a larger, if there be any fuch bred in Wo- 
mefl, as one may well queftion, fmce all thole Accounts 
of Stones of prodigious Bulk bred in the Bladder, are 
related of Men only; as if Nature kept fomewhat the 
fameRule of Proportion in thefe fort of Productions, as 
ihe obferves generally in the Stature of Men* and Wo- 
men : I fay, why may not they be brought away, by 
putting the Body into a convenient Pofture, and fo by 
the Hand and Fingers forcing the Stone into the Urinary 
PafTage, which by Application of relaxing and (Irongly 
emollient Remedies, may be Co dilated, as to give a free 
PafTage to the Stone without any forceable Se&ion ? 

But this. I leave to be determined by fuch, who lighting 
upon prop&r Subjects, may have occafion hereafter to 
try the Succefsof this Practice, which- if found to anfwer 
Expectation, may be of folid and real ufe. 

July 14^ An* 16 $x. 



Ince my writing the foregoing Account, Mr. Thorn. 

* Prolyl an ingenious Chyrurgion of this Town, has 
lately in two [nftances of Fadi, (uccefsfulfy demonftrated 
the Prafricableneis • of what I then propofed only with 
Probability, touching the Extraction of Stones bred in 
the Bladders of the Female Sex without any Incifbn, as 
well thofe of a large, as thofe of a fmaller Magnitude. 

The 
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The firft Inftance is the more remarkable, as well for 
the Girls being very young, and by confequence the 
Paflage of her Vrethra ftrait and (mall, as that the Stone 
was extraordinary long, and confiderably large for one 
of her Years* The an next Figure exprefles exactly 
.Hg-.2. enough both its Shape and Bignefs. The Child's Name 
was Sarah Cooke, about Six Years old j for fojme Years 
paft ihe had been fo miferably affli&ed with the Stone* 
and a perpetual Incontinency of her Urine, that her Pa- 
rents at any Hazard were willing to attempt relieving 
her of ib violent a Pain* and fo foul a Diftemper. Where- 
upon, J me the 8th, 1693. the Child being placed in a 
convenient Pofture in a Man's Lap fitting acrofs a Table, 
with her Arms tied down to her Legs by a fort oi Ban- 
dage ufuai in thefe Cafes, the Chyrurgion firft pad his 
Catheter into the Neck of the Bladder, that it might em- 
pty it (elf of all Urine, before he inferted his Dilatory 
Inftrument, or his Speculum Vefica as one may call it, 
with which he extended the Vrethra as much as poffibly 
he might with fafety, and without putting the Child to 
extraordinary Pain ; afterwards by help of a Diredory 
and Forceps gently thru ft into the Bladder, lie. brought 
away the Stone without any manner of Incifion in about 
3 or 4 Minutes time from the pafling in of his firft In- 
ftrument, and put the Patient to fo little Pain during the 
Operation, that when it was over, and ftte laid quietly 
a-bed, fl>e "flept without any Opiate 7 or 8 Hours to- 
gether, as fhe had not done in many Months before, and 
is now perfe&iy well and at eafe. Whether hereafter the 
Sphindtar of the Bladder may reftore it felf, and become 
Co ftrong, that {he fhall not be liable to a Stillicidium 
Vrina as heretofore, the only Inconvenience that may 
be feared at any time can attend this fort of Operation, 
is uncertain as yet, fmce 'tis fo lately performed ,• but 
beirjgfo young a Child,- and the -conftant Caufe of the 
Relaxation of the Sphin&er, the Scone in the Bladder be- 
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iijg now wholly removed, 'tis probable ftie m$y recover 
it, and not be fubjed to this Weakness as hereto 
fore. 

The other fnftance is a Child fomething elder, about 
i o Years of Age, her Name Elizabeth Mortimer^ who 
has been troubled with an- Involuntary diftilling of 
her Urine, and other painful Symptoms of the Stone for- 
fchefe three or four years paft j but on June the nth,i 693, 
was happily relieved by the extra&ion of a large Stone 
n^aras big as a pigeons Egg, after the fame manner and 
method as before dcfcrib'd, and with as good Succefs, 
though not altogether with as quick Expedition . 

From thefe Examples one may reafoniably conclude, 
That thofe of intermediate Years as well as Childhood 
and Old Age, are capable of undergoing this Operation 
of Extradion of the Stone with Safety : And I make 
no great doubt to aflert, That 'tis the only proper and 
fecure way of freeing the Female. Sex from thd Stone in 
the Bladder, and that fuch fliould never be perfwaded to 
undergo the Sedion upon any account, fince the Stone ? 
if it be not of an immoderate bignefs, may be extracted 
by dilating only the Neck of the Bladder • and if it be 
of fo large a Bulk; (as I have reafon to think it never, 
or very rarely is in this Sex) as that it cannot be drawn 
out this way,- then the Section, if the Chyrurgeon be fo 
bold as to venture on it, mud be made fo wide, as wholly 
to cut through the (hort Neck of the Bladder, and to di- 
vide like wile (bme part of its thin membranous Subftance, 
which is known to be of the moft dangerous confequence 
in cutting the Stone, and to be avoided as certain Death 
to the Patient. 

I have added the Figures of the Three Stones I have 
here mentioned, all exprefs'd as big as the Life. That 
Mark Fig. 1. is the Stone fpontaneoufly voided by the 
Old Woman. Fig 2. was taken out of th% Child Six 
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Years Old. And /7g. 3. was brought away from the 
Child Tea Years Old ; both thefe without any £e* 
£tion. 




IV. An Account of the Tubera Terras or Truffles 
found at Rufiiton in Northamptonshire j with 
fame Remarks thereon. By Tancred Robin* 
fon, M. D. and R.S.S. 

SIR, 

H E Tubera Terrce (which you was pleas'd to lend 
m?, together with a Draught of them drawn 
with your own Pencil) obferv'd lately at Rujhtcn in 
Northamptonfhire y by that curious and learned Gentle- 
man Mr. Hatton, are indeed the true French Truffles^ 
the XtzXimTartnffiox Tartuffole, and the Spanifh Turmas 
deTiera, which are not noted by Mr Ray to be found in 
our British Soyl I have feen them thrice as large at 
Florence^ Rome and Naples, where they eat them as a 
delicious and luxurious piece of Dainty, either fry'd in 
11 ices with Batter cjrOil, Salt and Pepper ; or eKe out of 
Pickle, and often boyfd in their Soup. Of thefe there 
are three or four Species mentioned by Mattlmlus, Irn- 
per at i^ J. Bauhine and Mentzelim. 

Theie cbferv'd in England are all included in a ftudded 
Bark or Coat, the Tubercules refembling the Capfules or 

"V.F/f. ^.Seed-Veflels of feme" Mallows and Alceds ; the inward 
fubftance is of the coefiftence of the fiefhy part in a 
young Chefnut, of a pafte Colour,'- of a rank or hircine 
Odour, and unfavoury, ftreake^i with many white Veins 

¥.&£$. or Threds, as in feme Animals Te (tides j the whole is 
of a globofe Figure, though unequal and chinky. 

What 
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